
ELBOW PARK RESIDENT'S ASSOCIATION 
800 - 34 Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta 

T2T 2A3 
 

June 19, 2007 
 
 

1. Meeting called to order at 7:07 p.m. 
 

The regular monthly community meeting was called to order by past president Barbara 
Mathies. 
 
 

2. Motion to accept May 2007 minutes 
 

• MOTION:  To accept the minutes.  Made by Carolyn Dahl-Rees and seconded by Nancy Larsen.  
Carried. 

 
 

3. ICTS Elbow Drive Phases 2 & 3 
 

• Barbara attended a meeting Friday evening, June 15 
• A person from Ottawa has been brought in to head up the project which consists mostly of adding 

sidewalks where they are missing on either side of Elbow Drive between the bridge over the river 
between Sifton Boulevard and Riverdale Avenue, and Glenmore Trail.  In addition, some narrow 
sidewalks will receive a simple treatment to make them more safe. 

• The Britannia representative was the only community person along that stretch of Elbow Drive to 
openly support the work.  He indicated that Britannia would support a 40 kph speed limit similar 
to the limit through Elbow Park 

• An open house will be held on June 28 for this project 
 
 

4. Availability of Ornamental Trees for Planting 
 

• Susan Bennett advised that through her attendance at a River Valley Committee meeting she has 
become aware that the City Parks and Recreation Department may have some ornamental trees 
purchased for a birthplace park which are no longer suitable for the purpose as the location of the 
birthplace park has been changed.  The City contact for these trees is Harold Pinel.  The trees may 
have been purchased by one or more benefactors including BP. 

• At the same time, it appears that the Sifton traffic calming project is moving ahead except for 
trees.  Members of the Board have some concerns that the trees planned for Sifton may not be 
planted as part of the traffic calming project. 

• Discussion ensued on the best way to encourage Parks and Recreation to plant these excess trees 
along Sifton between the new path and the street. 

• Susan will contact Jane Virtue to strategize on how to approach this opportunity. 
 
 

5. River Valleys Committee Representative 
 

• Susan Bennett advised that this committee has a number of vacancies.  She provided copies of a 
letter from the RVC to Barry Erskine asking for a member of his ward to be nominated to the 
committee as well as copies of the RVC Volunteer Position Description, RVC Mission, and RVC 
structure.  The RVC Executive Council is to consist of 15 voting members representing seven 
categories including riverine community associations.  EPRA is such an association. 



• RVC is a very active committee with numerous meetings per month.  Susan would be interested in 
serving as an EPRA representative on the committee. 

• Terms of Reference for an EPRA River Valleys representative created by Barbara Mathies and 
Susan Bennett were presented.  After discussion they were amended to alter the Responsibilities to 
read that the representative would attend EPRA Board meetings at least twice a year including the 
AGM and whenever a significant issue is pending.  As well, they will read that Members will be 
reimbursed by the EPRA as costs are incurred within budget. 

• It was emphasized that the EPRA representative must present EPRA views approved by the EPRA 
Board and no views not approved by the EPRA Board. 

• MOTION: To appoint Susan Bennett to River Valleys Committee as the EPRA representative.  
Made by Nancy Larsen, seconded by Carolyn Dahl-Rees.  Carried. 

 
 
6. 3602 Elbow Drive 
 

• The City of Calgary has asked for Community input on the future of a 35 foot lot at 3602 Elbow 
Drive.  10 feet of the lot are encumbered with electrical and sewer lines but the lot could be 
developed with a very narrow home on the remaining 25 feet. 

• History:  The lot is owned by the City.  When the estate homes along the Elbow River on that 
section of Elbow Drive were built, this lot was set aside as a rose garden on parks land but 
maintained by the residents.  Over the years it has been fenced into the neighbouring house’s yard 
and the most recent purchaser of that house did not realize that the land was not his.  The rose 
garden has gone through various states of upkeep but still contains rare and historical roses.   

• City Parks and Recreation would like to dispose of the land.  It does not want the expense of 
keeping up the garden and believes that Elbow Park has enough park in that area even though 
Elbow Park has a lower percentage of park space than standard for Calgary communities.  Parks 
and Recreation has suggested that the land be either be sold to the neighbour to consolidate with 
his lot or sold independently for an infill house.  Alderman Erskine advised that City Council has 
not given approval to sell the lot independently and will follow up with City Parks and Recreation 
to ensure that they understand that fact. 

• Discussion included concern that if the property was to be sold to the neighbour and consolidated 
into his lot (about 50 feet), the larger lot (then 85 feet) could then be subdivided into two lots and 
two infill houses built.  An option was discussed for the City to maintain ownership of the land 
and to lease it to the neighbour for him to enjoy and use the lease revenue to keep up the garden, 
but preclude the lot from being developed. 

• The Development Committee meeting on this property is set for Tuesday at which time neighbour 
input, if any, will be heard. 

• MOTION:  To respond to the City request that EPRA wants the property retained as part of the 
park as it has historically been.  Made by Deborah Ambrose, seconded by Carolyn Dahl-Rees.  
Carried. 

 
 

7. St. Patrick’s School 
 

• The meeting was joined by Cathie Williams, Chairperson of the Calgary Roman Catholic Separate 
School District Board and CRCSSD Board Trustee for St. Pat’s School, and Michael Barbero, 
Superintendent, Support Services for the CRCSSD, as well as 10 interested community members 
and Joanne Porter, EPRA CSC (in addition to the community and Board members and Alderman 
Erskine present at the opening portion of the Board meeting). 

• Mr. Barbero advised that the CRCSSD believes that the best option for the St. Pat’s site is to 
demolish the current school which is in declining state of repair and an eyesore and contains only 
2 classrooms, an office and a gym, and to move 2 portable buildings onto the field to create a 
fieldhouse for use by St. Mary’s High School for football, soccer and Spring and Fall Sports.  This 
course of action has been approved by the CRCSSD Board but implementation is being held 
pending feedback from the meeting. 

• Questions were solicited from the attendees and the following information was brought forward: 



o The building currently covers 9,000 sq.ft.  The 2 portables will cover 3,000 sq.ft. 
o The cost estimate to bring the existing building back to a level suitable for occupancy is 

between $2.5 and $3 million.  The engineering report recently completed on the building 
states that it is unsafe to be in the building.  If CRCSSD wished to spend these funds to bring 
the building back, the project would go on its capital projects list and would not rise to the 
top of that list for numerous years.  CRCSSD believes that it is an inordinate amount to be 
spent to regenerate the limited space involved. 

o Demolition of the building would include demolition and removal of the current foundation.  
Cost is estimated at $250,000 and it is hoped demolition would take place this summer. 

o The portables would be new buildings provided by Alberta Education for this purpose.  
Pictures of the type of units were provided to the meeting and actual buildings in place can be 
viewed as the Olds College buildings on the Stampede Grounds.  The buildings would be 
used to provide washroom facilities and shelter to student athletes conveyed to the site from 
St. Mary’s by bus.  They would also provide storage for athletic equipment.  They would be 
located on some part of the existing building’s footprint as required to connect to existing 
water and sewer services.  They would be painted but no detail was provided on final finishes 
or landscaping other than to say that any previous building footprint not covered by the 
portables would be sodded.  Ms. Williams did mention that they could not support 
landscaping of the quality of the landscaping in front of the EPRA clubhouse.  Estimated cost 
of the portables is $150,000. 

o A development permit must be obtained before the portables can be placed.  An EPRA 
Development Committee meeting would be held to consider the development permit once it 
had been applied for and Ms. Williams indicated that Mr. Barbero could be made available to 
attend that meeting. 

o Other than adding additional sod, no changes would be made to the field.  In particular, no 
lines would be put on the field. 

o St. Mary’s has an inadequate sports field.  In the past, it has used various fields and facilities 
around the City but those fields and facilities are being developed, getting busier, being 
charged for, etc., making it more imperative that St. Mary’s develop the St. Pat’s space into a 
workable field. 

o By putting portables on the site, the buses would be able to leave the site as the students 
would have shelter in the building if a storm came up.  Neighbours advised that departure of 
the buses would be a positive development as they currently sit and idle next to the field for 
hours each afternoon, and are unsightly and an environmental waste.  The CRCSSD 
representatives re-iterated that the buses would leave during practices once the portables field 
house was complete. 

o The new buildings could be made available to the community for soccer, etc. at a cost by 
being booked through City Parks and Recreation the same as other school facilities. 

o CRCSSD considers this development an interim measure for the land as it expects to develop 
the land as a magnet facility at some time in the future.  It is possible that a future 
redevelopment would as a joint use site with the Calgary Board of Education given the 
William Reid School on the same block.  However, Ms. Williams would not expect such a 
redevelopment for at least 10 years given the lack of capital funds available to either school 
board. 

o If the land is not used for “school purpose”, it might be transferred to the City for $1.  
Alternately, the Alberta Minister of Education may have final say on what would be done 
with the site.  In a meeting with EPRA about 2 years ago, the City of Calgary indicated that it 
would turn the site into park if it obtained ownership, given its location and the fact that 
EPRA does not have its full share of park space.  However, Alderman Erskine advised that 
the City is under great pressure to provide land for senior’s and assisted housing and this site 
could be considered a prime one for those uses.  In addition, Ms. Williams indicated that she 
has been meeting with the Mayor who is pressuring the CRCSSD to provide surplus school 
sites to the City for those purposes.  Finally, the Alberta Government has indicated that 
surplus school sites should be sold for development to generate funds for school capital 
purposes. 



o While some community members seemed to indicate that they were not sure that “school 
purpose” would be satisfied with the intended use as a field and field house for St. Mary’s 
School, Ms. Williams advised that she is fully satisfied that the intended demolition and 
introduction of portable units meets the requirement for “school use”. 

o Jamie Noakes will be given the opportunity to walk through the engineering report on the 
building with Mr. Barbero. 

o The new portables building should present less of a security issue than the current building 
because it will be used on a more consistent basis and will have a more secure shell. 

• Community member views expressed included: 
o It seems a shame to destroy school space on the location when William Reid needs more 

space and will be moving in portables. 
o The building was used up until a few years ago as a kindergarten.  It is amazing that it could 

have fallen into such a state of disrepair so quickly. 
o The Minister of Education seems to view joint use projects in a very favourable manner. 

Timing might be auspicious for a joint use proposal to be put forward by CRCSSD and CBE 
for a new development on the site.  Perhaps the Provincial Government would advance 
additional capital funds to the two school boards for a joint use purpose faster than for a 
school development or rehab project put forward by only one Board. 

o The intended use seems to be the lightest and greenest use the community could hope to have 
on the site.  The main concern is what the portables are going to look like. 

•  Barbara thanked Ms. Williams and Mr. Barbero for attending the meeting. 
 
 

Meeting adjourned 9:10 p.m. 
Next meeting:  September 18/07 at 7:00 p.m. in the Clubhouse 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
   


